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1. Introduction

1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report sets out how Field Rigifa Ltd (“Field”) conducted a
programme of public consultation stakeholder engagement with regards to its proposal for a
battery energy storage system (BESS) and associated infrastructure (“the Proposed
Development”) on land to the south of the planned Gills Bay Substation. It has been prepared in
accordance with the Energy Consent’s Unit’s (ECU) Good Practice Guidance for Applications under
Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (the ECU Guidance).

1.2 This document provides an overview of the consultation programme undertaken, the feedback
received, and an explanation as to how that feedback led to changes to the scheme design.

Summary of Consultation

1.3 Field began consultation by submitting a Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) to The Highland
Council on 13 June 2024. It is noted that applications made under section 36 of the Electricity Act
1989 to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) are not subject to the same statutory requirements set
by the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (TCPA) and the Town and Country Planning
(Pre-Application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2021. The Highland Council (THC)
nevertheless recommends that applicants follow the TCPA PAN process to ensure interested
parties are given appropriate time and notice to input into the planning process.

1.4 Field also carried out a programme of public consultation in line with the recommendations set
out in Section 3.2 of the ECU Guidance, as well as the Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note
(PAN) 3/2010: community engagement.

1.5 A suite of consultation material was prepared for the Proposed Development, including
information brochures, a website, newspaper advertisements and information boards, all of
which are presented in this document.

1.6 Two in-person public consultation events were held at Mey Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Caithness
from 2pm-7pm on Tuesday 25™ June 2024 and Thursday 22"¢ August 2024.

Approach to Consultation

1.7 Alpaca Communications was appointed by Field to assist with the pre-application public
consultation on the Proposed Development. Alpaca Communications is a specialist public
consultation agency with broad expertise in advising on and implementing consultation
programmes for both private and public-sector clients.

1.8 Field recognises the importance of early and meaningful public and stakeholder consultation to
ensure stakeholder perspectives are considered from the initial stages of project planning and
design. By proactively seeking feedback in the pre-application stage, Field has been able to adapt
its proposal to address the concerns of, and feedback from, the local community and other
relevant stakeholders where possible.

1.9 Field’s programme of public consultation ensures the final planning application has been
underpinned and informed by an inclusive and thorough consultation process. Field is also
committed to continued engagement as the development progresses and after the planning
application has been lodged.
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2. Policy Guidance

2.1. Field’s approach to engagement for the proposals was guided by the principles provided within
Section 3 of the ECU Guidance and the Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note (PAN)
3/2010: community engagement.

2.2. In particular, in relation to the ECU Guidance, the following recommendations have been
followed:

e Holding at least two public consultation events prior to submitting the application, with the
final public event held at least 14 days after the first public event.
e Publishing on Field Rigifa’s website and in a local newspaper notice of each event at least
seven days beforehand, and which contains the following:
o adescription of, and the location of, the proposed development.
o details as to where further information may be obtained concerning the proposed
development.
o the date and place of the public event.
o astatement explaining how, and by when, persons wishing to make comments to
Field relating to the proposal may do so; and
o astatement that comments made to Field are not representations to the Scottish
Ministers and if Field submits an application there will be an opportunity to make
representations on that application to the Scottish Ministers.
e Preparation of this Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

2.3. Inaccordance with PAN 3/2010, Field has adopted a positive approach to engagement which met
the following key aims:

e Community engagement must be meaningful and proportionate;

e Community engagement must happen at an early stage to influence the shape of plans and
proposals; and

e [tis essential for people or interest groups to get involved in the preparation of
development plans as this is where decisions on the strategy, for growth or protection, are
made.
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3. Project Overview

3.1 The Proposed Development is on land to the south of the planned Gills Bay Substation. The site
location can be found below in Figure 1.

3.2 The Proposed Development principally comprises the construction and operation of a battery
energy storage system (BESS) with a capacity of up to 200 megawatts (MW). The Proposed
Development would charge and discharge from the electricity transmission network via the
adjacent, planned Gills Bay Substation.

3.3 Whilst the exact battery specifications are still to be determined and will be confirmed as part of
the detailed design stage during pre-construction, the principal components of the Proposed
Development that form the application for planning consent include:

e A BESS compound comprising:
o Individual battery storage units arranged into rows / strings.
o Medium voltage (MV) skids (i.e. one MV skid per battery string), each of which
houses two power conversion system (PCS) units and one MV transformer.
o Ancillary infrastructure including low voltage (LV) cabinets, auxiliary transformers
and underground ducting and cabling.
e A high voltage (HV) substation compound comprising:
o Two HV grid transformers
o Auxiliary transformers and LV distribution infrastructure
o An on-site substation building, comprising a control room, HV switch room and
welfare facilities.
e Aninterface substation between the batteries and the Gills Bay substation site.
e Anunderground 132 kV grid connection cable between the HV substation and the planned
Gills Bay substation, via the interface substation.
e 3-metre-high palisade security fencing around the site.
e Cut andfill / earthworks and foundational civil structures to create level compounds upon
which the batteries, substation and other ancillary structures will be located.
e Access arrangements, including two site access points along the site’s eastern boundary,
parking spaces and 5-metre-wide internal access tracks throughout the site.
e CCTV and lighting columns across the site.
e Drainage infrastructure, including an attenuation basin.
e lLandscape and biodiversity mitigation and enhancement measures.

Figure 1: Site location Plan
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4. Public Consultation
Consultation Aims
4.1 The aims of the consultation were as follows:

e To work with stakeholders and local residents from an early stage of the Project design to
provide them the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Development;

e Toraise awareness of the Proposed Development within the local community and to gain their
valuable insight based on their local knowledge;

e To gain a firm understanding of the key issues and areas of concern affecting the local
community and other key stakeholders;

e To work with stakeholders to agree topic areas and the associated scopes and methodologies
of assessments;

e To ensure the local community and stakeholders had the opportunity to give feedback on the
proposals;

e To provide feedback to the local community based on their comments and concerns;

e Toinclude their feedback within the final Project design, as far as reasonably practicable; and

e To provide a robust planning application including comprehensive assessments and reporting.

Consultation Overview

4.2 On 15% May 2024, Field engaged with The Highland Council (THC) via their Pre-Application Advice
Service for Major Developments. This included a 1.5 hour meeting which comprised an
introduction to the Proposed Development, an overview of the assessments and underpinning
methodologies proposed to support the planning application, and an opportunity for THC to ask
guestions and provide initial advice.

4.3 Public consultation began on 12% June 2024 when Field contacted relevant local stakeholders
(Appendix 1), notifying them about the Proposed Development including the offer of a briefing.

4.4 Field submitted a PAN for the Proposed Development to The Highland Council on 13t June 2024
(Appendix 2).

4.5 Field engaged with the site and neighbouring community councils (CCs): Dunnet and Canisbay CC,
Sinclair’s Bay CC and Bower CC with an invitation to the events, a copy of the brochure, and to
offer a meeting.

4.6 Field also engaged with the local Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross MP Jamie Stone, as well
as the Caithness, Sutherland and Ross MSP Maree Todd. Both were provided with a copy of the
brochure, offered a briefing, and invited to the consultation event.

4.7 Alongside the community councils and local MPs and MSPs (including regional list), Field
contacted site ward councillors (Wick and East Caithness) and neighbouring ward councillors
(Thurso and Northwest Caithness) councillors on 12 June, again with a copy of the brochure,
invitation to the public consultation events, and an offer of a personal briefing (Appendix 1). Clir
Matthew Reiss, Douglas Ross MSP and Ariane Burgess MSP all responded to inform that they could
not attend.
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4.8 Members of the Highland Council Leadership Team were also invited to the events, including the
Leader of the Council, the Chair of the Economy and Infrastructure Committee, and the Chair of
the Climate Change Committee (Appendix 1).

4.9 A website for the Proposed Development (Appendix 3) was created, which can be accessed at the
following address: www.fieldrigifa.co.uk. The website includes an overview of the Proposed
Development, details of consultation events, copies of all brochures and information boards that
were available at the consultation events for those that could not attend, a contact email address
and feedback form.

4,10 A brochure and invite (Appendix 4) were sent out on 12% of June to 420 addresses (see
Appendix 5 for postal distribution area). The 420 addresses covered all addresses within a
minimum of 2 km radius from the Proposed Development. The brochure invited them to the two
public consultation events at Mey Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Caithness from 2pm-7pm on
Tuesday 25% June 2024 and Thursday 22" August 2024.

4.11  Field advertised the public consultation events in a local newspaper (Appendix 6). The first
public consultation event was advertised in the John O’Groats Journal on June 14, 2024 and the
second public consultation event was advertised in the John O’Groats Journal on the 9t of August
2024.

412  Attendees were made aware that pre-application consultation does not remove their right or
the potential need to comment on the final application once it is made to the planning authority.
Attendees were informed that details of how to comment on the final application would be made
available via the project website.

First Public Consultation Event

4.13  The first public consultation event was held at Mey Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Caithness
from 2pm-7pm on Tuesday 25% June 2024. 13 display boards were presented to the public, which
included information about Field, an overview of the Proposed Development and responses to
frequently asked questions about BESS technologies (see Appendix 7).

4.14  The first consultation event was scheduled to take place early in the development
programme, ahead of Field completing technical assessments for the Proposed Development and
in advance of Field having defined a fixed layout so that stakeholders could have a meaningful
input into the design.

4.15  Figure 2 below shows a copy of the simple layout which was presented on the information
boards. A detailed layout plan was also presented for discussion in A3 printed format.

September 2024 6


http://www.fieldrigifa.co.uk/

Field Rigifa
Pre-Application Consultation Report

N

Batteries >,

Figure 2: Concept design presented at thefirs Public Consultation Event
4.16  Atotal of 8 people attended the first consultation event.
4.17  The feedback at the first consultation event can be summarised as follows:
Positive feedback regarding the important role BESS plays in supporting renewable energy

infrastructure;
Concerns regarding trees at the ‘West Lodge’ located north-west of the Gills Bay substation;

and
Concerns about safety and fire risk.
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Second Public Consultation Event

4.18 The second public consultation event was held at Mey Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Caithness
from 2pm-7pm on Thursday 22" August 2024

4.19  All political stakeholders (Appendix 1) were contacted again on 9™ August to invite them to
the second consultation event. Clir Matthew Reiss responded to inform that he would not be
attending, as he is a member of the Planning Committee.

420 At the second event, the board outlining the details of the Proposed Development was
replaced with the latest design. The consultation board also included a summary of the changes
that had been made to the design following the progression of environmental studies and based
on feedback from stakeholders including The Highland Council.

4.21  An additional two consultation boards were also produced to provide information regarding
Field’s other sites across Scotland and the UK.

4.22  Atotal of 5 people attended the second consultation event.

4.23 The feedback at the second consultation event can be summarised as follows:

e Positive feedback regarding the important role BESS plays in supporting renewable energy
infrastructure;

e Interest in how BESS works; and

e Concerns about safety and fire risk.

Consultation Feedback

4.24  Four completed feedback forms were received from attendees following the events. The
results are presented below.

4.25 The feedback form included two multiple choice tick box questions and a space for additional
comments.

Question 1: Has this brochure been helpful in understanding our proposal?

YES NO NO ANSWER
4 0 0

Question 2: With regards to the proposals you have read about within this brochure, are you:

IN FAVOUR IN OBJECTION OF NO OPINION
3 1 0

Question 3: Additional comments

4.26  Question 3 requested any additional comments. All four feedback forms contained additional
comments. Appendix 9 contains those comments in full, in addition to Field’s response.
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4.27  Overall feedback was largely positive with three of the four respondents in support to the
proposals. The only opposition revolved around the felling of trees near the ‘West Lodge’; as
explained below no tree felling is being undertaken by Field. There were also some concerns
around battery safety.

4.28  Feedback received during the consultation process for the Proposed Development has
provided Field with an understanding of the key concerns of the local community. The key issues
raised and a summary of how Field has addressed these issues is provided below.

Key Issues Raised Field’s Response
Trees being felled next to | Field is not felling any trees (including those at West Lodge) as part of
the West Lodge. the Proposed Development. It is understood that the plantation trees

will be removed to facilitate the construction of SSE’s Gills Bay
substation. The trees are then proposed to be replaced with a
permanent woodland in accordance with SSE’s approved landscaping
plan (21/05536/FUL). All works in the vicinity of West Lodge are in
relation to SSE’s proposed works. Whilst the Proposed Development
will connect into the Gills Bay substation, this is an entirely separate
scheme and consent being brought forward by SSE.

Concern over lack of | Field is an industry leader in relation to fire safety. Workstreams
information regarding | undertaken by Field in relation to BESS fire safety include: sitting on
battery safety government working groups to help define BESS fire safety standards,
working closely with suppliers to understand the latest BESS safety
features and fire safety testing and engaging with local fire and rescue
services.

Field has prepared an Outline Battery Safety Management Plan
(OBSMP) to accompany the planning application. The OBSMP provides
full details on Field’s approach to battery safety management, including
identifying all potential safety risks that may arise from the Proposed
Development as well as the proposed measures in place to avoid and
mitigate risks. These include consideration of risks relating to, but not
limited to, fire events, site security and emergency access.
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Figure 3: Final Site Layout Plan
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5. Other Stakeholder Consultation

5.1. In addition to the public consultation described in section 5, the Applicant has carried out
extensive consultation with other relevant stakeholders and government agencies to inform the
development of the planning application. This consultation is summarised below, and additional
information is available within each relevant technical assessment.

Consultee

Summary

Field’s Response

The Highland
Council, Planning

On 15 May 2024, the Applicant engaged with The
Highland Council (THC) via their Pre-Application
Advice Service for Major Developments. This
included a 1.5 hour meeting which comprised an
introduction to the Proposed Development, an
overview of the assessments and underpinning
methodologies proposed to support the planning
application, and an opportunity for THC to ask
questions and provide initial advice.

On 12 June 2024, THC provided written pre-
application advice which summarised the key
issues and information required to be considered
and supplied as part of the final planning
application to the ECU. The written advice
included inputs from various internal
departments within THC and external bodies
including Scottish Environmental Protection
Agency (SEPA), NatureScot and Historic
Environment Scotland (HES).

All technical assessments
and planning drawings
have been informed by
the feedback received in
THC’s pre-application
advice relating to
planning and
environmental
considerations and
information
requirements.

The Highland
Counil,
Environmental
Health Officer

On 8 February 2024, the Applicant engaged with
the relevant Environmental Health Officer (EHO)
at THC in relation to potential noise impacts
associated with the Proposed Development. This

The submitted Noise
Impact Assessment (TNEI,
September 2024) has
been informed by the

(North) included a letter outlining the Applicant’s | feedback received by
proposed noise assessment methodology. On 13 | THC's EHO regarding the
February 2024, the EHO confirmed that the noise | proposed noise
assessment methodology is acceptable and | assessment methodology
recommended  further  discussion  once | and information
background sound levels were established. requirements.
On 2 August 2024, the Applicant re-engaged with
the EHO to share background sound levels and
confirm the Applicant’s approach to cumulative
impacts. On 9 August 2024, the EHO confirmed
that the background sound levels and proposed
methodology are acceptable, and this advice has
informed the preparation of the submitted noise
impact assessment.
The Highland On 7 March 2024, the Applicant engaged with | The Transport Statement
Council, THC'’s Transport Planning team to introduce the | and OCTMP (RHDHYV,
Transport Proposed Development and the proposed | September 2024), site
Planning approach to site access, and seek advice | access design and the
September 2024 11
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Landscape Officer

methodology for the landscape and visual impact
assessment, including relevant viewpoints and
the extent of the study area.

On 8 August 2024, THC's Landscape Officer
confirmed that the proposed study area is
acceptable and provided feedback on the
proposed viewpoints.

The advice received has informed the
preparation of the landscape and visual impact
assessment and supporting photomontages.

Consultee Summary Field’s Response
regarding potential transport issues application | selected transportation
requirements. During the meeting, THC advised | routes has been informed
about preferred transportation routes and | by the advice received by
information requirements for the Outline | THC’s Transport Planning
Construction Traffic Management Plan (OCTMP). | team.

This consultation has informed the preparation of

the submitted transport statement and OCTMP.
The Highland On 7 August 2024, the Applicant engaged with | The Landscape and Visual
Council, THC’s Landscape Officer to confirm the | Impact Assessment

(Stephenson Halliday,
September 2024),
including the selected
viewpoints, study area
and assessment
methodology has been
informed by the advice
received by THC’s
Landscape Officer.

Historic
Environment
Scotland (HES)

Based on initial advice received within THC's pre-
application advice, further consultation was
undertaken with HES in relation to potential
impacts on the setting of the Castle of Mey.

On 23 August 2024 and 6 September 2024, the
Applicant provided HES with the zone of
theoretical visibility (ZTV) and draft wirelines of
the Proposed Development from the Castle of
Mey.

On 10 September 2024, HES confirmed that the
Proposed Development would not have an
adverse impact on the Castle of Mey and its
associated inventory garden. This advice has
been reflected within the supporting
archaeological desk-based assessment.

The Archaeological Desk-
Based Assessment
(RHDHV, September
2024), including the study
area and the
consideration of the
nearby Castle of Mey was
informed by HES'
feedback. HES’ written
confirmation that the
Proposed Development
would not have an
adverse impact on the
Castle of Mey has
ensured that this
potential impact was
addressed at pre-
application stage.

NatureScot On 6 August 2024, the Applicant engaged with | The Ecological Impact
NatureScot to confirm their approach to | Assessment (RHDHV,
potential impacts associated with wintering | September 2024) and
birds, breeding birds and groundwater | Shadow Habitats
dependent terrestrial ecosystems (GWDTE). Regulations Assessment

(RHDHV, September
On 4 September 2024, NatureScot confirmed that | 2024) has been informed
the approach to wintering birds and breeding | by feedback received by
birds is acceptable to inform the planning | NatureScot as part of
application. No advice was provided regarding | THC's written advice. This
GWDTE, which has been informed instead by | included the carrying out
consultation with SEPA. of additional survey work
September 2024 12
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Consultee Summary Field’s Response
and consultation to
confirm the approach to
wintering and breeding
birds. The feedback
received by NatureScot is
reflected within the full
application.
Scottish Based on initial advice received within THC’s pre- | The Ecological Impact
Environmental application response, further consultation was | Assessment (RHDHYV,
Protection undertaken with SEPA with respect to | September 2024) has
Agency (SEPA) groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems | included an assessment
(GWTDE). of potential impacts on
GWNDTE and proposed
On 29 August 2024, the Applicant engaged with | mitigation measures
SEPA to confirm the methodology for the GWTDE | based on the advice
assessment. On 13 September 2024, SEPA | received by SEPA.
responded to confirm the proposed approach to
assessing GWDTE.
September 2024 13
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6. Design Changes Following Consultation

6.1. Over the course of the pre-application consultation period, Field has made several changes to
the sited design as a result of stakeholder engagement, the progression of environmental studies
and constructability requirements.

6.2. These changes have included:

e Refinement of the size and design of the proposed attenuation basin and the introduction of
a swale at the interface substation following the progression of the flood risk assessment
and drainage strategy and to provide additional biodiversity enhancements;

e Refinement of site access design following engagement with The Highland Council’s
transport team, including:

o Selection of the eastern access point as the preferred access point;

o Swept path analysis to ensure all oversized construction and emergency vehicles can
access the site; and

o Design of passing places along the eastern access road.

e Further design of the interface substation, including shifting its location slightly north-east to
accommodate access requirements;

e Cut and fill design to inform constructability and create flat surfaces for the main site
compounds;

e Landscape design including perimeter planting and the introduction of a 1.5 metre bund
east of the substation compound, informed by landscape and visual impact analysis and
biodiversity enhancement requirements; and

e Removal of 20 battery strings and 5 MV skids at the southern end of the BESS compound,
resulting in a 0.5 ha reduction in the overall development footprint to accommodate
additional area for biodiversity enhancements.
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7. Conclusion

7.1.

7.2.

7.3.

Overall feedback was largely positive with three of the four respondents stating that they are in
favour of the Proposed Development. The one respondent opposed to the Proposed
Development raised concerns about the felling of trees near the ‘West Lodge’, which is not being
undertaken by Field. There were also some general concerns and questions about battery safety.

Field ensured that the concerns and questions of the local community were addressed through
the provision of additional information at the second consultation event, as well as detailing
further on the ongoing impact assessments in areas of concern. The final assessments will be
available to the public following the submission of the planning application.

In addition to public consultation, Field has undertaken extensive consultation with other key
stakeholders, including relevant departments within The Highland Council, as well as NatureScot,
Historic Environment Scotland and Scottish Environmental Protection Agency.

7.4. The feedback and advice received through consultation with the community and relevant

stakeholders has informed the final design and supporting technical assessments to ensure all
relevant planning and environmental issues have been appropriately considered.
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8. Appendices

e Appendix 1:
e Appendix 2:
e Appendix 3:
e Appendix 4:
e Appendix 5:
e Appendix 6:
e Appendix 7:
e Appendix 8:
e Appendix 9:
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Appendix 1:

List of Stakeholders contacted and copy of

correspondence

Position

Summary of response (if

received)

Clir Raymond
Bremner

Leader of the Council

Cllr Ken Gowans

Chair, Economy and Infrastructure
Committee

Cllr Karl Rosie

Chair, Climate Change Committee

Cllr Andrew Jarvie

Site Ward Councillor (Wick and East
Caithness)

Clir Willie Mackay

Site Ward Councillor (Wick and East
Caithness)

Cllr Jan McEwan

Site Ward Councillor (Wick and East
Caithness)

Cllr Ron Gunn

Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Thurso
and Northwest Caithness)

Cllr Matthew Reiss

Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Thurso
and Northwest Caithness)

As a member of the North
Planning Applications Committee
it is probably best for me not to
attend.

ClIr Struan Mackie

Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Thurso
and Northwest Caithness)

Jamie Stone Site MP (Caithness, Sutherland and
Easter Ross)
Maree Todd Site MSP (Caithness, Sutherland and

Ross

Douglas Ross

Regional List MSP (Highlands and
Islands)

Edward Mountain

Regional List MSP (Highlands and
Islands)

Rhoda Grant

Regional List MSP (Highlands and
Islands)

Tim Eagle

Regional List MSP (Highlands and
Islands)

| acknowledge receipt of your
emails of 12th and 13th June on
behalf of Tim Eagle MSP. Tim
Eagle’s colleague, Edward
Mountain MSP, tends to focus on
issues relating to Thurso, and |
would be happy to forward on
these emails to his office.

Ariane Burgess

Regional List MSP (Highlands and
Islands)

Thank you for inviting Ariane to
this consultation event.
Unfortunately Ariane has
committee on Tuesday 25th and
therefore will not be able to
attend.

Jamie Halcro
Johnston

Regional List MSP (Highlands and
Islands)

September 2024
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Emma Roddick Regional List MSP (Highlands and
Islands)

Dunnet and Site Community Council

Canisbay

Community

Council

Sinclair’s Bay Neighbouring Community Council

Community

Council

The below email was sent to all political stakeholders, along with a copy of the consultation brochure,
ahead of the first consultation event. A follow up email was sent ahead of the second event.

Dear XXXXXX,

I am contacting you by way of courtesy on behalf of Field regarding proposals for a battery energy
storage system (Field Rigifa) on land to the south-west of the proposed Gills Bay Substation. This
battery will have a capacity of up to 200 MW and will store and provide electricity to create a
greener and more stable grid.

We would like to invite you to our first public consultation event on Tuesday 25 June, 2pm-
7pm, at Mey Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Mey, Caithness, KW14 8XH. This will provide the local
community with an introduction to our proposals and give them the opportunity to ask any
questions they may have. We will be holding a second event on Thursday 22nd August 2024, 2pm-
7pm, also at Mey Village Hall. We will recirculate invitations to that event closer to the time.

Please find attached a brochure with further information about our proposal and public consultation
events, which was sent to local households. We also have a project website which may be accessed
at www.fieldrigifa.co.uk.

Please do let me know if you have any questions or if you would like a briefing on the
proposal. Alternatively, we would be glad to welcome you at our events.
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Appendix 2: Proposal of Application Notice

IThc Highland
Council
M'nmhnirlr na

PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE

W Gaidhealtachd

MOLADH BRATH IARRTAIS

The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1987 as amended by the Planning Etc.
(Seotland) Act 2006 and Planning (Scotland) Act 2019

Town and Country Planning (Pre- e 2021

The Council il respond within 21 dars of validation the Notia. 1 vl advise whether the
P y or if addit

proposed
above Me statulory minimum is requso
Piease note that a planning application for this proposed development cannot be submitted less
than 12 weeks from the date the Proposal of Appilcation Natice Is received by the Council and
without the statulory © having been The planning
must be by a Pr report
The Proposal of Appiication Notice will be valid for a period of 18 months from the date of
vaiidation of the notice by the Council

Data Protection

Your personal data wil be managed in compliance with the Data Protection legisiation.
You can read our privacy nobice for planning related certiicales on the Counce's website
at

n nighi ! /105217 ¥planning_appl
nd_nobce_of review
531 have read and understood the privacy notce.
Contact Details
Appicant | Feld Rigla Limted | Agent | David Bell Planning Ltd
Address | /o Agent Adaress
Phone | c/o Agent Phone

[Emat | cioAgent Email

Address or Location of Proposed Development

| Land generatly ot Phiips Mains Farm
| Rigta, Thurso
KW14 8XH

Description of Development
[ Constructon and operation of a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) with a capacity of up |

10 200 MW with associated intastructure (ncluding interface substation and cabie route to
consented Gis Bay substation), access and ancilary works (inchuding landscaping and

Dlodiversity enhancement).
(Secson 36 application to Energy Consents Unit (ECU))

Pre-application Scroening Notice
Has a Screening Opinion been issued on the need for a Proposal of Application notice by
the Highland Council in respect of the proposed development?

| It yes, please provide a copy of this Opinion

CYes | ®No

Community Consultation

State which other parties have recaived a copy of tis Proposal of Applicasion Notice
Community Councills | Date Notice Served

| Dunnet and Canisbay Community Counct | 14 June 2024

[Nesghbouring
Sinciairs Bay Community Counci
Castletown Community Counci]

Local Elected Mombers | Date Notice Served

Cir Raymond Bremner 14 June 2024
Cir Ancrew Jarvie

Cir Wilie Mackay

Clr Jan McEwan

[Neighbouring

Cir Ron Gunn

Cir Matthew Reiss

Cir Karl Rosie

| Car Struan Mackie]

[ Mombers of Scottish Parfiament and | Date Notice Served
Members of Parliament

| Jamie Stone WP 114 June 2024

Maree Todd MSP

Douglas Ross MSP

Edward Mountain MSP
Rhoda Grant MSP

Tim Eagle MSP

Ariane Burgess MSP

Jamie Haicro Johnston MSP
Emma Roddick MSP

| Names ! dotails of other parties | Date Notice Served

Details of Proposed Consultation

Proposed Public Event 1 | Venue | Date and Time
Mey Vilage Hol 14:00 - 1900
Casse Entrance. Mey. Caithness | 25 June 2024
KW14 8XH
| Proposed Public Event 2 | Venue _ Date and Time
(ot oast 14 doys e Pusc | ey Vitage Hat 19.00
Event Caste Entrance, Mey, Caithness 22 Augusl 2024
KW14 8XH
| Publication of Event _ s - l
Newspaper Advert Name of News paper Advert Date
Jobn O'Groats Jounal Friday 14 June 2024

Details of any other consultation methods (date, time and with whom)

«  Defivery of consultaion brochures 1o landowners within 2 km vicinity of the proposed site,
Inciugding an inviation to publc events (week commencing 17 June 2024)

« Project website (hiips: qu_m %)

« Meetings with bers or other poltical upon request
(Gates o be confrmed with vedevam stakeholders depem:ng on avaiabilty)

Signed - Date | 14 June 2024
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Appendix 3: Field Rigifa Website

Home Page

FFIELD
RIGIFA

Proposal Public Consultation FAQs Documents Contact

Field builds and operates large batteries which store energy

to help create a greener, more stable electricity grid.

We'd like to build one of these batteries, Field Rigifa, on land to the south-west of the

proposed Gills Bay Substation.

Providing up to 200 MW of electricity to create a greener & more stable grid.

Why do we need big batteries?

To reach net zero, increase energy security and help reduce
energy bills, we need to store renewable energy and improve
the electricity grid’s stability and reliability.

Our batteries are designed to fill gaps in the UK’s
electricity supply by charging up when renewable
energy is being produced (such as on windy or sunny
days) and discharging energy back into the grid when
needed (e.g. when the wind isn’t blowing, the sun isn’t
shining, or we aren’t able to import energy from
elsewhere). This ensures plenty of energy is available for
people to make their morning cuppa, even on a calm,
overcast winter’s day.

These batteries work a lot like the batteries you use at
home, only instead of using our batteries to power a
torch or TV remote, we operate large, ‘grid scale’
batteries. This means we can rely more on renewable
energy and less on expensive fossil fuels to provide
electricity to thousands of homes and businesses.

Batteries are also very good at keeping the grid stable,
by maintaining a constant and predictable supply of
electricity to the grid, at the right frequency.

Changes in the supply and demand of electricity on the
network create changes in this electrical frequency. This
needs to be closely monitored, as if frequency is too
high or too low, the network cannot operate properly.
Field Rigifa will help to keep this frequency at the right
level, which in turn helps reduce the chances of network
disruptions or blackouts.

Home

Proposal

Public Consultation
FAQs

Documents

Contact

Copyright 2024, Field Rigifa Ltd T/A Field (CN: 156430694) www field energy
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Proposal Page

FFIELD

RIGIFA

Home  Proposal  Public Consultation

FAQs  Documents  Contact

PROPOSAL

West Mey

p83o

Whitebridgeh

hectares.

-

e

Mey

Ay

Field Rigifa would be located directly north-east of Gills Bay
substation. The built infrastructure (batteries, cables, access
tracks etc.) is proposed to cover an area of approximately 10

We’'ll also provide landscaping to reduce visual impacts and biodiversity enhancements so
we are having a positive ecological effect on the land we use.

Field Rigifa will be made up of the following components:

Battery energy storage units,
which will be used to store the
energy from the grid.

Power conversion systems
(including inverters and
transformers), which convert
energy from alternating current
to direct current, so that it can be
stored by the batteries.

An on-site substation, which
either steps up or steps down
the voltage of the energy being
stored.

An underground cable
connection to connect the
battery to the existing
Knocknagael substation.

Site access tracks to allow
vehicles (including emergency

site.

vehicles) to safely get around the

Drainage arrangements to
allow surface water to drain from
the site at the same rate as the
existing fields.

Site security, including CCTV,
fencing and lighting.

Landscaping to reduce visual
impacts and contribute to
biodiversity enhancement.

September 2024
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H H Our batteries will provide huge benefits to the UK, and we take great care to
Work'ng W'th local make sure this is not to the detriment of the communities that host them.
communities

As a responsible developer and operator, listening to local communities
matters to us, as it allows us to understand and respond to local issues, and
ultimately build better battery sites.

We engage early with communities throughout the development process,
oversee the construction on-site and we're responsible for the project once
it's in operation. We're part of communities for the long-term.

Home

Proposal

Public Consultation
FAQs

Documents
Contact

Copyright 2024, Field Rigifa Ltd T/A Field (CN: 15430694) www field energy Privacy Policy
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Public Consultation Page

K

We're holding two public consultation events = ”"::' o
on Tuesday 25th June, 2pm-7pm, and " @ heiey
Thursday 22nd August, 2pm-7pm, at Mey

Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Mey, Caithness,

KW14 8XH.
+
Google P =
Keyboard shortouts  Map data 02024 Temns _Report a map enor
FAQs Page

= What makes Field a committed and responsible developer for the long term?

Many developers look to take the project to shovel- ready status - that's securing land, grid connection and planning permission, and then sell the project
on.

Field is a developer/owner/operator, which means we are responsible for the project throughout its entire lifecycle. This differentiates us from many
developers who look to take the project to shovel-ready status - that's securing land, grid connection and planning permission, and then sell the project on.

We will be working with the community during early design and development, construction, and throughout the operation of the project.

= When will Field Rigifa be built?

We will be submitting our planning application to the Energy Consents Unit in Summer 2024. If we are granted consent, we would look to start construction
in 2027 and it will take about two years to complete,

= How will our local community benefit?

We're currently working with the National Schools Partnership* to deliver a ity-based prog in local schools to help educate students about

the work that Field is undertaking in renewable energy and energy storage, as well as encouraging and equipping young people to explore careers in STEM
and renewable energy. The Field team will work with local schools to provide information to students about how to build a career in the renewable energy

sector.

*National Schools Par ip is a unique education r rk (run by the Brand and Social Impact Agency, We Are Futures) providing free teaching resources
to schools across the whole of the UK.

Once operational, the battery will have minimal impact on local traffic, with only occasional visits required for maintenance. When the battery is being built,

construction traffic is d through a Construction Traffic M: Plan. This will include details of ion traffic bers, vehicle routing and
working hours. As with all asp of the development, we wel input from the local community to help reduce any impact on local roads where
possible.
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= Are battery energy storage sites noisy?

The main noise associated with batteries are the cooling fans, which keep the batteries from overheating. This noise level is low and the batteries are not
expected to be audible beyond the site boundary. Noise is measured against existing background noise levels and noise levels are required to meet the
relevant British Standards and World Health Organisation Noise Guidelines.

We conduct thorough noise evaluations for each site and implement various noise mitigation measures in our project plans. These measures, such as
acoustic fencing and bunding, ensure that noise impacts are acceptable at nearby sensitive locations.

= Are the batteries safe and what safety measures will you put in place?

Large batteries are safe facilities. We work hard throughout site design, construction and into operation to ensure the safety of our sites. We would only use
batteries that have best-in-class fire safety performance and will be compliant with all relevant fire safety standards.

The batteries will be tly itored and in the unlikely event that a fire does occur, the facility will employ at ic fire d ion and suppression
systems.

We are also working with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service to ensure suitable emergency response procedures are in place, including a Battery Fire
Safety Management Plan.

To keep our sites secure, all our projects include perimeter fencing and gated access. During operation, our sites are unmanned and CCTV is used to monitor
activities.

Documents Page

Y
b Field Rigifa Brochure
Y
b Field Rigifa Consultation Boards Event 1

Consultation Event 2 Exhibition Boards
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Contact Page

This website forms part of
our pre-planning application
process.

‘We would be grateful if you could fill out the feedback form on this page and let us
have your contact details for the purpose of informing the project design and our
planning application.

For further information or to provide comments, please do not hesitate to email us at
feedback@fieldrigifa.co.uk

Field is ing this public cor tion process in coll tion with Alpaca
Communications. Please view Alpaca Communications’ privacy policy here.
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Appendix 4: Brochure sent to local residents

WHY DO WE NEED
BIG BATTERIES?
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RIGIFA
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Will the project impact local traffic?

Are the batteries safe and what safety
measures will you put in place?

Traffc Maragerment Fan, Thes w inchude detais of

hours As with s aspects of T development. we

arry impact on oce 1038 aters Costie
Are battery energy storage sites
noisy?
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Appendix 5: Local resident invite brochure distribution area

P

A PENTLAND
% FIRTH

The brochure for the public consultation event was sent out on 12t June 2024 to 420 addresses.
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Appendix 6: Public consultation event adverts

Join us at our public consultation events on:

Tuesday 25th June 2024 | 2pm-7pm and
Thursday 22nd August 2024 | 2pm-7pm
at Mey Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Mey, Caithness.

The advert above was posted in the John O’Groats Journal on the 14t June April 2024.

Join us at our public consultation event on:
Thursday 22nd August 2024 | 2pm-7pm
at Mey Village Hall, Castle Entrance, Mey, Caithness.

The advert above was posted in the John O’Groats Journal on the 9 August 2024.
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Appendix 7: First consultation event boards
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Appendix 8: Second consultation event boards

Updated boards presented at the second consultation event have been highlighted below in red.
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Appendix 9: Comments received via feedback form and Applicant’s

response

COMMENTS RECEIVED

FIELD’S RESPONSE

Absolute no brainer - we need battery storage to
make best use of the renewable energy resource
in our area. No problem with Rigifa - well-
designed scheme, well out of the way and totally
uncontroversial

Field thanks the respondent for their
comment.

Sad to see the trees being cut down next to our
house (Near West Lodge)

Only issue for me is the felling of trees, near West
Lodge

Field does not intend to fell the trees at West
Lodge as part of the Proposed Development. It
is understood that the plantation trees will be
removed to facilitate the construction of SSE’s
Gills Bay substation. The trees are then
proposed to be replaced with a permanent
woodland in accordance with their approved
landscaping plan (21/05536/FUL). All works in
the vicinity of West Lodge are in relation to
SSE’s proposed works, not Field’s.

Although in favour, I'd like more information on the
safety aspects + record. As you say we're familiar
with batteries + know they can leak, overheat +
even explode!

Field thanks this respondent for their comment.
Further information on battery safety is
provided within the Outline Battery Safety
Management Plan as part of this application.
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